
March 3, 2021 

Dear Members of the Judiciary Committee: 

I am writing in support of HB-6355. 

When we strive to find a balance between risk and rights related to guns, laws that 

are tailored to target individuals who pose a clear risk of harm to themselves and 

others protect everyone. A 2017 Duke-Yale-UConn study found that for every 10 to 

20 risk protection orders issued in Connecticut, one suicide is prevented. Other 

studies have shown that protective order have averted potential mass shootings. 

I will never forget where I was and how I felt that terrible day when Sandy Hook 

changed forever. At the time, I had a first grader and not going to pick him up from 

school was one of the hardest things I’ve ever done. Every year on December 14, I 

remember the families whose children were taken from them. Adam Lanza should 

not have had access to the guns he had.  

Connecticut has been a national leader in Extreme Risk Protection Order and other 

sensible gun rights legislation. Please continue to protect all Connecticut residents 

and update the Red Flag Law / HB-6355.  

Sincerely, 

Anne Chekal 

Niantic, CT 


